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Using Video    2 

All questions are quoted from the course syllabus (Wilson, 2017). Questions two and three, 

which deal directly with my videos, are answered in the addendums after the reference section. 

 

Four Major Suggestions 

“1. In the Caleb Curry video, “How to Create High Quality YouTube Videos”, he makes 4 very 

important points relating not to how to make a video, but about other aspects of creating a video  

for publishing. Please explain the 4 points. (There are probably more than 4 points, but we want 

to see if you can find the 4 Major suggestions).” 

 All content in this section is from the YouTube video “How to Create High Quality 

YouTube Videos” (Curry, 2013). The material is divided into four subheadings below. When 

video creators consider ‘tools that increase search and view traffic,’ ‘video technique,’ ‘audio 

technique,’ and ‘tutorial content;’ they will have successful video tutorials. 

Attracting Audience 

 There are several considerations to help search engines locate YouTube videos and to 

encourage potential viewers to actually watch the video: tag, title, and freeze frame. Having a 

variety of accurate and specific tags is important. Tags should not be misleading but need to 

include terms that users may search for when researching your topic. The title of the video can be 

included in the tag list. A good title is  “catchy but accurate.” The title, like the tags, needs to 

accurately reflect the content of the video; it should let potential viewers know what the video is 

about while attracting their attention to your video. Excessive or unusual capitalization can be 

detrimental to your efforts to attract viewers; capitalize the video title the same way you would 

capitalize a book, and leave off (hide) the file extension (i.e. .mp4). A good freeze-frame further 

encourages viewers to play the video. The freeze-frame also needs to be appropriate for the 
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video’s content. The opening frame of the video may not be the frame that starts the video. 

Rather, look for a frame that best presents your content to potential viewers. These three tools; 

tags, title, and freeze-frame; can help increase viewership. 

 Introductions may also help viewers to decide to watch the video. Introductions are 

optional, but they can let viewers know more about the topic and the presenter. If introductions 

are used, they should only be only a few seconds in length or viewers might get bored and look 

for a new video. The purpose of introductions is to help users decide to watch the video not to 

discourage the viewer. A good introduction, if needed, will keep viewers engaged and help to 

increase traffic for the video. 

Video Technique 

 Information on video recording was presented throughout the video and are gathered into 

this subsection of the paper. 

 There are many considerations that go into the actual video production. Videos should be 

recorded in the 16 by 9 (16 x 9) aspect ratio; this is a common dimension of modern screens and 

will eliminate black boxing around videos when shown on modern computers. If you record in 

720p, export in 720p; exporting in 1080p may create a black box because the recorded video is a 

smaller size than the final project. Use proper lighting so that you and any visuals you are 

displaying can be evenly seen. Do not use software that leaves watermarks on the finished 

project. 

 It is also important to keep the camera focused on the subject. Auto focus may blur for a 

second, but is better than fixed focus if you will be moving around. Manual focus requires a 

competent cameraperson to keep the camera focused on the subject. Whether to use a tripod or a 

cameraperson is another consideration; tripods are good if there will be little movement and all 
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activity can be kept within the camera’s range, but if the subject is active and will move out of 

the camera’s range a cameraperson is a necessity. Sometimes, the decision of whether or not to 

use a cameraperson is made based on available people and/or funds. If you know ahead of time 

that a cameraperson is not going to be an option, the video has to be designed so that the subject 

stays within the frame and stays in focus. 

 Most high definition YouTube videos are either in 720p or 1080p resolution. Curry 

suggests recording and rendering videos in 720 because they upload more quickly with little loss 

in quality. Screencasts should be recorded in 1080p so that you can zoom in on important parts 

of the screen in post-production without the pixilation that can occur if a lower resolution is 

used. 

 It is also important to make sure that the subject is clearly visible at all times without 

distractions. Don’t cut anything off, such as the top of your head if you are narrating the video. 

Being present in the video if you are presenting a tutorial can help students to understand your 

content, but consistently lacking an ear or the top of your head can become a major distraction. 

You will have to break this rule to focus in on something more important, such as a diagram that 

helps viewers to understand what you are saying, but then return to the wider inclusive angle 

when appropriate. All visible aids need to be large enough for people with small screen smart 

phones to see them. Visual distractions need to be eliminated; if you had to swat that mosquito 

during the video, cut it out in post-production. Avoid turning your back to the camera when you 

are recording a tutorial; keep your face toward the camera as much as possible if you must turn 

away. Transition your movements so that the viewers can follow the action. These suggestions 

help your viewers remain engaged with you and your presentation throughout the video. 

 Use a dedicated screen recorder if you are including a screen recording of what you are 
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doing on a computer or mobile device. When video cameras are used to record computer screens, 

the quality is lower than using screen recorders. The only time to break this rule is when you 

have to show finger or hand positions (or instance, if you are demonstrating how to hold your 

hands when you type to reduce repetitive stress syndrome). Put your monitor into 1080p (if 

available) and your screen recorder into the 16 by 9 aspect ratio. Curry suggests using two 

monitors with your content for the screen recorder on one monitor and everything else on the 

second monitor. Creating a recording field or box around your content also works and is an 

alternative if a second monitor is not available.  

Audio Technique 

 Curry mentions audio technique several times in his video. His important suggestions are 

gathered together under this subheading. 

 There are several key techniques that will help listeners to understand your speech. It is 

important to “eliminate all constant noises” so that the audience’s attention is on the video and 

not disturbed by other sounds. This could include fans, heaters, air conditioners or even a 

television playing in the background. Some cameras make noises when the autofocus readjusts; 

if your camera is one of these, keep the same distance from the camera as often as possible to 

reduce nose from the camera itself. The room that I’m in has a constant hum that may not be able 

to be blocked when I make my video, but I will try. 

 Be careful how you speak. Speak more slowly and louder than normal so that the 

microphone picks up your words. Make sure to enunciate; overemphasizing you speech can be 

helpful. Clipping off vowel or consonant sounds, slurring your words, and some unusual dialects 

will make your words more difficult to understand. (Also, do not add sounds; some people near 

me have yet to learn that “idea” does not have an “r” at the end.) Speak clearly but do not 
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overemphasize the sounds, which creates robotic speech or pops harsher consonants. You may 

need to use a wind guard or popper-stopper if popping noises are present. 

 Always speak in the direction of your microphone (and camera) and maintain the same 

distance from the microphone. It is fine to stop talking while you are showing a visual aid then 

return to your narration when you can face center again. This may be better than having your 

voice get too quiet as you are explaining and drawing a diagram at the same time. Adjusting 

sound levels in post is not as clear as recording loudly and consistently throughout the video. 

Tutorial Content 

 If you are creating a video tutorial, present information slowly and thoroughly so that 

people without previous knowledge can follow the steps. Explain vocabulary words that may be 

new to beginners. If you have created a series of videos, you can refer viewers back to previous 

videos instead of repeating yourself. Do not assume that the viewer has prior knowledge of the 

content.  

 Edit the video. You may have only recorded what is needed, but editing is often 

necessary. This includes editing out when you turn your camera on and off, when you make 

mistakes, have excessively long pauses, and when anything else happens that will disrupt the 

information flow to the viewer. Proper editing can help you to present the content and will aid 

the viewer in understanding the content. I would have edited out Curry drinking water and 

running to the back of the room. Leaving in Curry putting on his sweatshirt is an important 

transition so that the viewer does not see the sweatshirt suddenly appear. In my opinion, editing 

may assist viewers to focus on and to understand your content, but excessive or unnecessary 

editing can be detrimental to your project. 

Favorite Quote 
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 “Raise your expectations to the next level. ‘Cause if you expect a better quality video, the 

chances are that you’ll get a better quality video.”  
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Addendum One: About My Video 

2. Project to be Posted to YouTube and as a separate page in the Projects section of your 

Online Portfolio entitled “The Importance of Video in Education”: For this activity, you 

are required to create a video by any means available (mobile phone, via your computer, or 

otherwise). Content is not important!!! This exercise is about procedure. The video can be 

any length (for example 1 minute, 5, 10 min), and can be about any subject matter (can be 

about your pet, and educational project, a museum or library visit—anything). We are not 

grading on content. The video can include your narration, no narration, music 

background, whatever. The video can even be someone else’s video from the Internet that 

you find particularly educational, informative, shocking etc. Including overall skill in 

presentation, you will be graded on the following. 

 

Part 2A: Description of your video. Please discuss: 

a. the subject or topic of the video 

 I chose to submit on of the videos I created for my Fact Versus Fantasy mini-unit. I added 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2_3_YTt0Wc&feature=youtu.be
https://bluemarbleuniversity.com/ed-tech-7-2017-using-video-may-term/
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an introduction and conclusion about the video process and reedited the original video to smooth 

out the video footage. I chose this video because many of my verbal students expressed interest 

in it. The non-verbal students showed their interest by attending to this video more than they 

often attend to videos I show. When I showed the main footage (without me speaking) to my 

students, I reduced the volume because the songs have lyrics that I do not consider to be “school 

appropriate.” The students could hear the music a bit, but not make out any of the words. I also 

chose this video because it clearly shows several elements that can make videos interesting to 

viewers: camera angles, zoom, and transitions. My edits are still rough because the three angles I 

use do not line up perfectly, but most of my students enjoyed the video. 

 

b. What title you gave the video and the considerations you made when selecting the title. 

 “Our Fish Fly _ Flying Fish Market” is the title that I gave to my video because it 

combines a key phrase from the show, “Our Fish Fly” with the title of the show, “Flying 

Fish Market.” I used the underscore as a separator for tradition’s sake; it used to be the only 

separator that was commonly acceptable by both Apple and Windows computers. 

 

c. What Tags (keywords) did you assign to the video which you calculated would best set 

the video up for others to find it. 

 I used tags that represent the show itself, my video process, and my position as a special 

education teacher. I originally had too many tags, so I removed tags that I thought were 

redundant or less important. The remaining tags are: Universal Studio Orlando Florida, video 

recording process, camera angles, video zoom, video transitions, combining multiple video clips, 

video recording process, video editing, iMovie, recording live, video editing, post-production 
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zoom, optical zoom, special education, computer teacher, iMovie, teaching with video, creating 

video for school lessons, and students with disabilities. 

d. freeze-frame (still frame): Please explain how you went about selecting the starting 

frame for your video.  

 I chose an acrobatic pose with fish painted bowling pins in the sky near the performer as 

my YouTube thumbnail. I wanted something that shows excitement but doesn’t happen in the 

first minutes of the video. Viewers must continue to watch until almost the end of the video for 

this shot of the performer balancing above the stage. My YouTube channel, where you can see 

this thumbnail, is located at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-9SEsND8XlPliTXBvMJIjQ . 

 

e. What aspect ratio did you choose and why. 

 I recorded in the 1080/60p aspect ratio because it clearly captures all of the action. I 

exported the video retaining the 1080p aspect ratio (as suggested by YouTube, for videos shot in 

1080, when I uploaded a different video several months ago), but I reduced the quality from 

“Best” to “High” to reduce the file size. This reduction in quality was not visible on the 

computer, but I noticed a very slight difference when I projected the video onto a large 

interactive white board (such as a Smart Board). The quality is still good enough for my lesson 

while taking up much less disk space on my computer’s already crowded hard drive.  

 After four hours, the video had not finished uploading, so I put the 1080 version into 

iMovie on another computer (I did not have access to the original iMovie project files on this 

computer) and further reduced the files size by exporting the video in 720p, as suggested by 

Caleb Curry (2013). That removed 0.93 GB from the file size and would cut the upload time by 

almost 50% while still retaining enough video quality to use the video in my lessons. This 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-9SEsND8XlPliTXBvMJIjQ
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version stood ready if YouTube refused to accept my original 2.43 GB video file, but around 

three in the morning the video finally finished loading. I had been planning to change to a faster 

Internet Service Provider (more than three times as fast for the same money according to 

customer and professional reviews) before uploading this video, but I did not have the time to 

complete the process. Fortunately, I was able to get some sleep while my fifteen-minute, 2.36 

GB video, took seven hours to upload to YouTube. 

 

Part 2B. Uploading to YouTube (you will need to establish a YouTube account if you do 

not have one already). Please upload your video to you tube with the information you gave 

in Part 2A.  

 

Part 2C Obtain the “share” link for your video and give it here. Don’t forget that your 

video must have a starting frame different from the initial frame of the actual video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_3bLtyarQ8 is the link to my video on YouTube. 

 

Part 2D. Online Portfolio. Please embed the share link in your WordPress Online 

Portfolio as a separate page in the Projects section of your Online Portfolio entitled “The 

Importance of Video in Education”. Please create a short narrative on that page in which 

you highlight a few things you learned in this course, followed by your video, which will be 

a link to your YouTube publication. Please be especially careful when inserting the link in 

the page so that it shows up as a video screen to the reader, rather than a link that the 

viewer must click on. Consult with WordPress Support material about this if you do not 

know it by now. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_3bLtyarQ8
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Addendum Two: About My Screencast 

3. Screencast. In creating a screen cast as shown by the Khan Academy examples and 

discussion in your Syllabus, please state: 

A. In general, what hardware and software do you need? 

 To create the most basic screencasts, I use QuickTime which is included in my computer. 

In the past, I have also used Jing and Jing Pro by TechSmith. Jing is free and Snagit (similar to 

what Jing Pro used to be) is TechSmith’s low cost alternative with more features than the free 

Jing. It is possible to create screencasts with free software, but the more money you spend the 

more features you will be able to utilize. I suggest that beginners start with free software if they 

have no experience with digital video tools, but experienced computer users may choose to jump 

directly to TechSmith’s powerful (and more expensive) Camtasia. All TechSmith products are 

available for Macintosh and Windows computers. 

 

B. What items of equipment and software do you have right now? 

 I used a four-year-old MacBook Pro to create the screencast portion of this video. I 

attached a USB microphone to try to focus more on my voice and capture less of the sounds 

around me. I could not use the external microphone when I recorded the introduction and 

conclusion because it created a sound track that was slightly off from my lip movements. I used 

the trial version of Camtasia for the entire project, including its screen-recording and editing 

features. I tried recording the introduction and conclusion directly into Camtasia with my 

computer’s built-in camera, but I did not like its video quality compared to my Panasonic HC-

X920 camcorder. 



Using Video    12 

 

C. What items of equipment or software do you need and state specifically the brand names 

of what you would buy, the cost, and where to buy? 

 I do not have a microphone that plugs directly into my camera; this would eliminate the 

problem of my voice and lip movements not being synchronized while reducing background 

noises. The microphone that I would like to purchase is the “Sennheiser MKE 400 Compact 

Video Camera Shotgun Microphone“ from https://www.bhphotovideo.com. It has the ability to 

switch input sensitivities for a wider variety of recording options. At $199.00, it is one of the 

more expensive microphones, but it has better features and a better user rating than other 

microphones I researched. I found the same microphone at the same price in different stores, but 

I have purchased from B & H before and have had no difficulty with returns should the 

microphone be defective. 

 I would like to purchase the full version of Camtasia ($199.00 at 

https://www.techsmith.com/camtasia.html). I love iMovie for everything except zooming in on 

action, especially when I’m transitioning from one zoomed shot to another. I can clearly see the 

difference when I compare zooming in the Camtasia trial screencast and the post-production 

zooming in iMovie that I used to create the “Our Fish Fly” video. Camtasia’s zoom feature is 

much simpler for me to use and allows for more user control of zoom features such as the length 

of time the zoom takes to zoom into and out of close up shots. If I create any more movies that 

require a variety of post-production zooms, I will be purchasing Camtasia. In fact, if I ever get 

the time, I would love to redo the Our Fish Fly video using Camtasia’s zooms. 

 I also I need to have my lens recoated. I like my Panasonic HC-X920; unfortunately, it 

has a scratch in the lens coating that creates two gray dots on many of my videos. I have an 

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/
https://www.techsmith.com/camtasia.html
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extended warranty, but I will be taping my school’s graduation in two weeks and cannot risk the 

camera not getting back to me on time. Two small gray dots are better than no camera. 

Special Note 

 After the six hours upload time for the first video, I decided to reduce this screencast to 

720p to reduce upload time. Even though this is a much shorter video, YouTube was predicting 

almost three hours would be needed to upload the 1080p video given the snail’s pace of my 

digital subscriber line (DSL) connection. I pay extra for a faster speed than the typical DSL for 

home use, but it is still rated as three times less than the transfer rate of the cable Internet that I 

can receive for the same price. I will be switching Internet service providers as soon as I have the 

time to pick up the new modem. 

 

 

ADJUST WORDING THEN MOVE TO WORDPRESS!!! 

Addendum Three: YouTube Video Descriptions 

 The descriptions that I included with both YouTube videos will not be visible when the 

videos are embedded into WordPress, so I have included them here. 

 

Flying Fish Market _ Our Fish Fly 

 Original script, part one (edited during recording). Hi! My name is Jeanne Stork and I 

teach in an adapted computer lab for students with significant disabilities.  

 This video demonstrates how camera angles and zoom can be used to avoid obstacles and 

to highlight action. I recorded the show “Flying Fish Market” at Universal Orlando from the 

center, left, and right; and I zoomed in on the action to highlight particular performances. I’ll be 
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back after the show to discuss more of my process. 

 Original script, part two (edited during recording). Hi! Jeanne Stork, here again. I had 

to remain stationary, so I panned a bit horizontally and vertically, being careful not to disturb any 

other audience members. The shot taken from the audience’s right side is at a closer angle to the 

stage than from the left side, so I played with shooting angles that way. I selected the angles for 

this video that worked around obstacles such as performers standing in front of the camera 

waiting for their turns (or audience members getting up to leave) and that highlighted the action 

that I found to be particularly entertaining. The camera’s optical zoom let me capture a few of 

the stunts up close then return to a wider shot to record more of the action. I also added a post-

production digital zoom several places, most importantly to close the video. I wanted to focus in 

on the upper left corner of the screen and avoid the audience crowding the rest of the shot as 

people got up to leave. I used the camera’s optical zoom many times while taping, but it is nice 

that iMovie has this cool zooming function. Please, read my notes if you want some additional 

information. Thank you. 

 Additional information. I could have used my camera’s backlighting setting when 

recording the centered shots. I did not realize how much the white clouds in the background were 

affecting the video. This was very noticeable when I showed the video to one of my classes as 

part of a fiction versus non-fiction lesson, so I made some corrections in iMovie. 

 I wanted to highlight as much of the action as possible, so my cuts often do not make 

sense if you are following the music. I used transitions (spin in, spin out) between some camera 

takes, but the music is still rough. I found that if I included too many transitions it created a 

visually choppy video, so I used my judgment for which transitions to retain and where I can 

eliminate excessive transitions. 
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 I use a Panasonic HC-X920 camcorder for my introduction and conclusion. I like this 

camera because its three MOS sensors seem to pick up great detail. Unfortunately, I might need a 

replacement. As of this recording, I have not decided whether to get another X920 or to go for a 

more modern one that adjusts better when light and dark are in the same shot but has only one 

sensor. I want it all for as little money as possible! 

 I did not use an external microphone when I recorded the Universal Orlando show, but I 

think that the loud music would have still made the some of the performers’ words difficult to 

hear even with an external microphone. I do not have a license for professional taping and felt 

that it would be a waste of my money to purchase a microphone that Universal might not even let 

me use. 

 The background noises during my introduction and conclusion could not be avoided. I 

live in a large busy city; noises, as I discovered when I moved here, are a fact of life. I tried 

taping in my apartment and at work, in the evening and in the morning, and quiet never 

happened. I’m not sure how much you will hear on your end, but I had forgotten just how much 

of a luxury silence really is. I also tried to get rid of the reverberation in my comments by using 

an external microphone, but it was not compatible with my camera so the audio and video did 

not quite line up and could not be fixed by separating and adjusting the tracks in post-production. 

I am not real happy with the way I sound, but after over two hours of trying, I gave up and just 

chose the best clip. 

 I used the show, Our Fish Fly, as part of a series of videos during a mini-unit on fact 

versus fantasy. The volume had to be turned way down because of inappropriate lyrics. We 

discussed what is real and what is fake or pretend using a variety of vocabulary words. Some 

students needed more concrete questions ("Do fish fly or swim?"). The difficulty level and 
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wording of the questions varied with the students’ abilities to answer them. Whenever possible, I 

included the whole range of Norman L. Webb’s (et al) “Depth of Knowledge Levels,” as used by 

my school district. Most of the students in three of my classes were even able to ask each other 

questions with prompting. The students in a few classes neither talk nor have effective use of 

picture symbol communication boards or devices, so those classes worked on attending and 

focusing skills. One of my verbal students declared my videos “boring.” Another student 

screamed that the movie was broken every time I stopped it to ask the class questions; he had to 

be repeatedly calmed down to prevent him from hitting his head. If I had waited until the end of 

this video, the students would not have remembered the sections about which I was asking. The 

rest of my students enjoyed the videos and the way I presented them. Having only two upset 

students during a week of class lessons is excellent progress in my school. The other videos may 

make it to YouTube someday, when and if I find the time to post more. 

 If you want to get the full experience of the show, you will have to visit Universal 

Orlando yourself. It is a trip that I highly recommend. I am not an employee, nor do I have any 

personal or business connection to the park, but I can say that shows, such as the one you just 

watched, are best seen live. Besides, you can’t ride the rides from your computer. 

 I do not own the copyright for any of the music or the show itself and will remove this 

video from YouTube if asked. 

 

Setting MAC System Preferences for My Students with Significant Disabilities 

 This video is located at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-jLiBc7gUk .  

 The screencast portion of this video was recorded in Camtasia’s trial version. I edited the 

entire video in the trial version of Camtasia, so the watermark is highly visible. I am evaluating 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-jLiBc7gUk
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this software to determine if it is something that I would like to purchase. So far, I’ve found the 

zooms easier to manage than in iMovie, but iMovie fully integrates the MAC’s Photos 

application. I may decide to purchase Camtasia for projects that require many post production 

zooms, although up until now all of my zooms have been done with my camera’s optical zoom. 

 Hi! My name is Jeanne Stork and I teach in a computer lab for students with significant 

disabilities. My students generally use desktop computers that have been adapted for their special 

needs, but occasionally I have more students than computers, so the laptop comes out. Here is 

how I make some basic adaptations for my students. There are many other ways to adjust MAC 

computers for students with disabilities, so feel free to explore and see what works best for your 

students. 

 These directions are for Apple’s Macintosh computers running MAC OS 10.11.6/El 

Capitan.  

 System preferences. The system preferences are located under the apple in the upper left 

corner of the screen. 

 Accessibility. 

1. Display: Shake Mouse (Some students play with shaking the mouse, but it helps students with 

attention and visual perception difficulties who often lose track of where the cursor is located on 

the screen.) 

2. Audio: Play Stereo As Mono (for students who hear better with one ear than the other and 

would miss a stereo channel) 

3. Increase Double Click speed (to reduce accidental double-clicking from my repetitive 

clickers) 

 Trackpad (on the lab’s MacBook). 
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Point and Click: 

 1. Turn off all options  

 2. Increase tracking speed 

Scroll and Zoom: 

 Turn off all options  

More Gestures: 

 Turn off all options 

 Mouse and trackpad speed: Concluding note. I increase the speed to reduce the need 

to pick up and reposition the mouse and to pick up and reposition the finger on the laptop’s tack 

pad. 

 


